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Welcome to the Public Relations Officer Newsletter for the Combat
Veterans Motorcycle Association in Arizona. With 2017 in our rearview,
let us take a moment to reflect on the year as we look forward to 2018!

June 2017

CVMA Nationals were held in San Diego, 
CA, this year.  This resulted in a large 
showing from all the Arizona chapters.  
All 20 BLCPs were passed and new reps 
were voted onto the NBOD.  Some of 
these BLCP changes are continuing to 
be addressed and new changes to 
Membership Application and the 
National web site are rolling out!

July 2017

The second annual Region 8 Rally was 
hosted in Fort Tuttle, AZ, and allowed 
members from all four states in the 
region to meet up and enjoy the 
company.  Events included a scavenger 
hunt, rides, cookout provided by Harley 
Davidson, and a massive bonfire!!  
Despite a little rain, a good time was has 
by all!

September 2017

CVMA Chapter 32-3 hosted the 
annual State Meeting in Prescott, AZ, 
just up the street from Whiskey Row.  
Four new Chapters joined the AZ 
ranks since the last State Meeting and 
all Chapters shared slide shows or 
significant events.  Also, Shooter 
announced the timeline for finishing 
his term as the State Representative.  

Alpha Omega Chapter 
2017

Rest in Peace

FM-1542  Joel “SARGE” York
FM-15560  Jerry “POP” Fitch
SAUX-914  Sherry “RED” Wilhelm
FM-18099  John “WHEELS” Ingram

Chapter Spotlight

See what your fellow AZ Chapters were up to 
in 2017 on the following pages!
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CVMA 32-1 Highlights (1 of 2)

In 2017, Phoenix Chapter 32-1 had many highs and a few lows throughout the year. Here
are some of the many events and rides that our growing chapter experienced. In
addition to the State, Regional, and National meetings and rides that all of CVMA
participated in, Chapter 32-1 also had these notable highlights. Starting with AZ Stand
Down in January/February timeframe, and ending the year with Wreaths Across
America, these events were enjoyed by all our members, bringing our members and
families together to make for remarkable and memorable memories while embracing
and giving meaning to "Vets Helping Vets".

NOTABLE EVENTS (cont. on next page)
•Memorial Day Honor Ride for our fallen Brothers at the National Cemetery
•Stole the Traveling Piston Award for the first time in Chapter history from Prescott Valley
•Presented a $500 check to the Nation of Patriots as they traveled thru Flagstaff, AZ
•Participated in the Bagdad, Arizona 4th of July Parade where we won $100 for "Best
Overall Group"
•Formed a new CVMA Chapter, 32-8, installing Mike "Bustin" Lawler as the Commander
•Braved the daunting twists and turns of the "Devil's Highway" run from Morenci, AZ to
Alpine, AZ
•Ride to the Cross run
•Escorted and helped setup/dismantle the Traveling Vietnam Wall
•Helped organize and participated in providing security for the first Dental Stand Down in
Phoenix, AZ
•Provided 5 veterans families with a Merry Christmas by providing food and gifts;
accompanied by Santa Claus
•Numerous get-togethers with our members at Bike Nights, Heroes, OHSO restaurant,
Ironworks Restaurant, and other hot spots around the Valley to promote esprit de corps
amongst our membership



CVMA AZ PRO Newsletter                     Issue 4 – January 2018

CVMA 32-1 Highlights (2 of 2)

The "Ride to 
Nowhere" run 
to the Titan 
Missile 
Museum in 
Green Valley, 
AZ where many 
of our 
members 
enjoyed an 
awesome tour 
of a Cold War 
missile 
complex.

2017 also saw the passing of three
fine members, whose legacy will be
remembered for eternity. They were
Joel "Sarge" York, Jerry "Pop" Fitch,
and John "Wheels" Ingram.

Celebrated the graduation of FM JDog
and his service companion, Emma, from 

Soldiers Best Friend program. 
Additionally, 32-1 presented their 

organization with over $11K contribution 
to this worthy cause.

Formed a new Auxiliary Chapter, installing
Heather "Pitbull" Smith as the AUX Commander.
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CVMA 32-1 AUX Highlights (1 of 2)

Due to work schedules, we had 2
members from our FM Chapter play Santa
for deliveries. They were GREAT sports and
really did a great job as Santa for the kids!

32-1 AUX Chapter official July 2017
CO Heather "Pitbull" Smith
XO Deb "Ghostbuster" Hickins
Secretary Deb "Sparkle" Millich
Tresurer Pam "Giggles" Barnes
Sgt at Arms Kathy "Digits" McClure

1st Fundraiser held November 15, 2017
in partnership with Heroes Pub and
Grub in Glendale, AZ - AMAZING turn
out. Silent Auction and Raffle held
raising monies for AZ Local Vets and
families for the holiday season.

Gary 
"Rocketman“
Smith & Elf

Jerry "JDog" Prentice

Gift wrapping in December as well and our FM Commander showed up and played Santa! 
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CVMA 32-1 AUX Highlights (2 of 2)

Christmas 2017 we adopted 4 veteran families - 3 of which were single mom veterans.

Gaskin Family - USMC single Mom vet

Fowler Family Scarlett and Statham
children Navy veteran Dad

Roberts Family - Mom is a single
mom, 6 year Army combat vet - PTSD
and MSD sufferer

Snellbaker Family - Navy vet family
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CVMA 32-2 Highlights (1 of 2)

2017 was another big year for 32-2. We kicked off the year with Tucson Veteran's Stand
Down where CVMA members completed over 150 hours of volunteer work the span of 3
days. In February we had our annual memorial ride in remembrance of our brothers who
have passed. The money we raised from this event was put toward our first donation to
the National Auxiliary Scholarship which will be named after John "Lawdog" Mariana. Our
Auxiliary matched this donation and will name that scholarship after Robert "Grimm"
Neeper. We were also involved in many other events this year including MIAP, the
Memorial Day ceremony at the Marana National Cemetery, and Wreaths Across America.
For our fourth year in a row, we put on a BBQ for 4th of July and Veteran's Day for
Esperanza En Escalante, a transitional housing home for homeless Veterans and their
families. Our Auxiliary also ensured that the children who live at Esperanza En Escalante
all received gifts this Christmas.
Not only were our efforts to help the community and grow our chapter incredibly
successful, so were our fundraising efforts. We continued to put on Bike Nights with the
support of Chuy's and Brian Latta throughout the year. In September, our Auxiliary was
able to submit their first grant request through their 501C(3) to the White Elephant in
Green Valley. In December we were awarded that grant and are working on setting up a
local "Vets Helping Vets Financial Assistance Program" in order to assist the Veteran
community in Green Valley and the Santa Cruz County area.

White Elephant in Green Valley

WWII Veteran 
celebrating a birthday in 

Prescott at the State 
Meeting.  CVMA 

celebrated with him by 
singing Happy Birthday.
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CVMA 32-2 Highlights (2 of 2)

Finally, for our first time ever, we took a swing at hosting our first golf tournament. The
first annual CVMA 32-2 Boots on the Green was held at the Country Club of Green Valley
and was a huge success thanks to the combined efforts of full members, auxiliary, the
Country Club of Green Valley, and the community.

Wreaths Across America

MIAP

Christmas Shopping
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CVMA 32-3 Highlights

Some of our success this last quarter. 32-3 escorted Nation of Patriots as they come
through our AO. 32-3 donated $500.00. AZ State meeting went well. Wreaths Across
America, with PITA as our regional director for that event. We laid around 700 wreaths
this year. Coming up we have Veteran’s Appreciation Day, May 12th, which is a state
sanctioned event. We will be having our gun raffle through the summer (May-
September). Then we will end the summer with a Patriot Day event, currently in the
planning phase for Saturday or Sunday September 8 or 9th.

32-3 Granite Mountain Chapter...so named in memory of the Granite Mountain Hotshots. It
has been a busy year, with our chapter members attending everything from the Ride To
Zero, Northern AZ Stand Down, hosting the 2017 State Meeting in Prescott, and many other
Veteran & CVMA events. For the last few years we have been involved in the yearly Veterans
Appreciation Day at Grand Canyon Harley-Davidson in Mayer, and are stepping up our
continued involvement in the event. We are looking forward to what 2018 brings, and
remain steadfast as 'Vets Helping Vets'.

Wreaths 
Across 

America

Nation of 
Patriots 
Donation
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CVMA 32-4 Highlights (1 of 2)

Breakfast with the residents of the Prestige Assisted
living in Sierra Vista. Chapter Members took our
Brothers and Sisters to breakfast and had great
conversations about the “Good ole Days”. Our
Chapter does this as much as possible, just to get
our fellow Veterans “Out of the House” and let
them know they are not forgotten.

Chapter Ride up to Cochise Stronghold in Eastern
Cochise County. What beautiful views and amazing
Mountain Roads.

Memorial Day placing Flags at Sierra Vista Memorial 
Cemetery. 

May 2017: 32-4 was proud to lead the
escort of the Traveling Wall from
Deming, NM, to Bisbee, AZ. We had a
great turnout and what an amazing
opportunity to show our community
that our Vietnam Vets are Welcome
Home and Not forgotten.

We had a Great time at Nationals in San Diego.
We also decided to take a ride up to Hell’s Kitchen
Via The Devil’s Highway! Now, that was an
amazing ride!



CVMA AZ PRO Newsletter                     Issue 4 – January 2018

CVMA 32-4 Highlights (2 of 2)

We want to thank 32-2 for babysitting our
Trophy while we went on Vacation!

Another breakfast visit with the Veterans
at Prestige Assisted Living.

August 2017: We want to thank the Rowdy
Johnson Band for playing at our First Celebration
of life event. We remembered two of Members
who have moved on to the Alpha Omega
Chapter, Tinker Bitch and Barney. We had a
great showing from the community and hope to
continue to host this event every year!

Not sure what the future has in store, but 32-4
has a new PRO! I want to take a moment and
thank 32-4 for giving me the honor to represent
them in the public eye. I hope to do everyone
proud! God Bless and Happy New Year!

Don’t forget about our Event in March of 2018!  We 
promise Great Food, amazing music, and great riding!  We 

hope to see everyone on St. Patricks day in Tombstone!
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CVMA 32-4 AUX Highlights (1 of 2)

The AUX of Chapter 32-4 have had a very full and exciting 2017! Along with supporting our 
full members, we also hosted a few fundraising events.

1st Annual Chili Cook-off Fundraiser

From our successful event we were able to donate checks to two local organizations and to 
give to the CVMA Scholarship, Wreaths Across America, and a local toy drive.

Local
Toy

Drive

Wreaths
Across

America

HOOVES Donation

Heroes Helping Heroes
Hunting Foundation Donation
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CVMA 32-4 AUX Highlights (2 of 2)

Second Annual Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
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CVMA 32-5 Highlights

The Chapter attended a Breast Cancer ride, Visited a 3 War Vet (World
War II, Vietnam and Korea). We Escorted, Assembled and
Disassembled the traveling Vietnam Wall in Buckeye, and also rode in
the Veterans Day parade. Supported two TOYS for TOTS events,
Wreaths across America and attended the State Meeting. We also
supported the Veteran Stand down with volunteers
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CVMA 32-6 Highlights (1 of 2)

Greetings from Casa Grande!

Chapter 32-6 “Sixers” of Casa Grande was formally recognized on
May 2, 2017. Since then, we’ve been growing by leaps and bounds,
having a lot of fun together, and making a strong positive impact on
Pinal County veterans and their families.

A lot of fun was had by all at our State, Regional, and National
meeting events this year, as well as two holiday parties and some
memorable rides. At the 2017 State Meeting, Chapter members
were proud to join with our brothers and sisters across the state to
“crash” the birthday party of a WWII Veteran, sing Happy Birthday
to him, and present him with a CVMA challenge coin.

In July 2017 we joined with the Casa Grande Elks
Lodge riders to provide a “surprise” motorcycle
escort for an airman returning from active duty. A
celebration and family reunion followed at Pinal
County Veterans Center.

Our Chapter’s “Reactionary Force” Team has been
very active, partnering with My Brother’s Keeper to
provide military honors at the State Veterans
Cemetery in Marana and other locations for
veterans who are homeless or who have no family
members in the area. Our highly dedicated team
members arrive in force, usually on very short
notice, to ensure that no veteran goes alone.

Kennedy House is a veterans’ transitional living
facility in Casa Grande. Our chapter donated the
cost of 3 monthly bus passes to cover transportation
to and from work during veterans’ first month in
residence.
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CVMA 32-6 Highlights (2 of 2)

Our Chapter gave strong support to Ride for the
Warrior, participating in RFTW’s Annual Poker Run
fundraiser and partnering with the Marine Corps
League to sell pizza at the RFTW Music Event

We had a lot of fun honoring our local heroes and 
riding in the Casa Grande Veterans Day Parade.

Chapter members joined with VFW 5990 in Marana 
to deliver a hugely successful fundraiser for Wreaths 
Across America, raising over $4,000 in a single night 
– enough to place wreaths on the graves of every 
veteran at the Arizona State Veterans Cemetery in 
Marana as well as the Osprey Memorial, a site in 
Marana honoring 19 marines killed during a training 
mission. Members turned out in force for the 
December 16 Wreaths Across America event as 
well.

Other activities this year include support of Women Warriors, a stand down in Tucson for female
veterans only, establishment of a Chapter Veterans Assistance Fund, a successful chapter gun raffle
fundraiser, and riding with the MIAP October Mission, providing an escort and full military honors for
35 forgotten, homeless, and indigent veterans.

2018 has us ramping up for the Pinal County Stand Down in March, planning for our Auxiliary Chapter
formation, and looking forward to many opportunities for fun, service, and honoring our sister and
brother veterans.

Chapter 32-6 is deeply grateful to VFW Post 1677 Casa Grande for providing us with a place to meet
and graciously providing us with abundant food, beverage, hospitality, and camaraderie.
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CVMA 32-7 Highlights

The Colorado River Chapter (32-7) participated in a
number of activities in the last half of 2017.
On May 17th when the Run for the Wall motorcycle
riders made their lunch stop in Needles, CA, CVMA
32-7 was there to greet, serve and help any way they
could.
Our members joined hundreds of riders for Fly Your
Flags Over Hoover Dam on May 28th. It was a
spectacular patriotic ride.
On July 13th, CVMA 32-7 members met up with
Nevada riders in Bullhead City for the Patriot Tour
Flag Exchange which took place at the Elks Lodge in
Kingman, AZ. After the Flag Exchange in Kingman, 2
members continued to accompany the Flag to
Williams for more events and to spend the night.
Chapter 32-7, along with the Golden Valley Veterans
of Foreign Wars, successfully hosted their first Bike
Night on October 13th at the Golden Valley VFW
Post. Nearly 40 attendees enjoyed a great meal at a
very low cost provided by the outstanding VFW chefs
and servers. The band, Long Tyme Comin’, rocked
the house with some great music. The CVMA
Auxiliary gave away nearly 50 door prizes. One
happy attendee walked away with a wallet full of
50/50 money.
32-7 members entered the Bullhead City Veterans
Day Parade on November 4th. The parade riders
were met by cheers and waves from the crowd.
The Colorado River Chapter also made its presence
known at the Bikes and Rods Music Festival held on
Nov 18-19th at the Colorado Belle in Laughlin,
Nevada.
We also joined Wreaths Across America, riding to
Veterans’ Cemetery in Boulder City, Nevada on
December 16th.
This new chapter is looking to more great
opportunities to ride and to serve our local veterans.



CVMA AZ PRO Newsletter                     Issue 4 – January 2018

CVMA 32-8 Highlights

32-8 started 2017 as 32-1B and spent most of the year as a detachment. We did our work
and attained our EIN and started showing face around our respective area so we could get
known and recognized as an organization there. We held steady as we went through the
normal losses and additions to our numbers while making the events we could, to include
the National convention in San Diego, the Ride to Zero in Salt Lake City, AZ Stand Down 2017
in Phoenix, and the Region 8 Rally in Flagstaff.

On August 6, while we were holding our final 32-1B meeting, the NBoD was reviewing our
application to become a chapter and accepted us as CVMA Chapter 32-8. Since then, we
have become incorporated as Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association Chapter 32-8 by the
state of AZ and are currently working on the paperwork to be recognized by the IRS as a
501(c)19 charity. We continue to attend events in our area to build relationships with
different establishments to aid us when hosting events.

We currently do not have any events solidified for 2018 but, are working on a poker run that
will be partnered with Superstition Harley Davidson, hopefully held in the spring. We are
also looking at another ride in October as a joint breast cancer and veterans run. Anything
we come up with will be updated to the calendar as soon as we have concrete plans and
dates. We also look forward to supporting everything we can with our brothers and sisters
from other chapters.



25-27 January 2018
CVMA Chapter 32-1 in Phoenix is 
supporting the Veterans Stand Down at 
the Arizona Veterans Memorial 
Coliseum.  CVMA supports this event 
with shifts over the three days.

17 March 2018
CVMA Chapter 32-4 is conducting a 
Veterans Helping Veterans event at the 
American Legion in Tombstone.  There 
will be a poker ride, pub crawl, raffles, 
bands, food, and more.  Green beer will 
also be available at this St. Paddy’s Day 
event.

20-22 April 2018
CVMA Chapter 32-5 will be hosting the 
Annual State Meeting this year in the 
Buckeye area.  This is a great opportunity 
to bond with the fellow members across 
the state.  The Annual State meeting 
provides an opportunity to address 
relevant issues to members across the 
state as well as share stories and enjoy 
the local riding area.

12 May 2018
CVMA Chapter 32-3 is presenting 
Veterans Appreciation Day as an annual 
fundraiser for Veterans and Veterans 
Groups in Prescott, AZ.

28 May 2018
Angel Fire on Memorial Day is an 
annual event in New Mexico to 
honor Veterans at the first and only 
State Park dedicated exclusively to 
Vietnam Veterans.

21-24 June 2018
CVMA National Meeting is taking 
place in El Paso, TX this year. There is 
no host hotel and there will be 70+ 
vendors at the Convention Center.

20-22 July 2018
Colorado is hosting this year’s 
Region 8 Rally with exact location 
and more details pending.  There is 
now a Region 8 Rally Patch available, 
so let your Chapter Commander 
know if you want to buy previous 
years or are attending this year.

15 December 2018
Every year, we honor those who 
have passed by placing wreaths on 
Veterans’ headstones in locations 
across the state.

TBD 2018
If your Chapter is considering an 
event which may qualify as 
sanctioned, see the State 
Representative for more info.
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2018 Upcoming Sanctioned Events



http://www.cvmaaz.org

“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart.”
— Elizabeth Andrew

Brothers & Sisters,
As I look through this newsletter, 2017 was a very active year for the 
Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association in Arizona. Through hard work 
and perseverance, three Chapters were formed and you were one of 
the first states to elect a State Sergeant At Arms. Your willingness to 
share both your time and your talent by volunteering at numerous 
Veteran events and rides throughout Arizona says a lot about each of 
you as human beings. Whether you are a long-time volunteer or if you 
got involved fairly recently, and regardless of how many hours you 
choose to give, it’s important for you to know that what you do makes a 
difference. Please know that you are appreciated for everything that 
you have done and I am looking forward to continuing to work with you 
in the future.

~Mason
AZ State Rep
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The Traveling Trophy
The trophy changed hands ten times 
over 2017.  It traveled to multiple 
chapters and has been seen posing 
for photos in Kingman, Phoenix, 
Prescott, Tucson, and Sierra Vista! It 
definitely got its mileage in this year 
– lets keep it moving in 2018!!! 

The Traveling Trophy is currently residing with CVMA 32-4 in Sierra Vista.  The 
next 32-4 Chapter meeting is on 1 February at the VFW in Sierra Vista at 
1900.  Come out and grab it for your Chapter!!

http://www.cvmaaz.org/

